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ABSTRACT 

A proposal is presented for the continuation or 
ongoing research into the relationsnips between pervasive cultural 
rrends represented oy network television draata ana popular 
conceptions of reality in tne areas or nealth, Behavior, ana policy. 
The research leading to the development ot the Cultural Indicators 
(of trends in television dramatic content ana their effects) began 
with the analysis of the most pervasive and comprehensive images of 
everyday culture found in television drama. The symi^olic structures 
and functions o£ the message systems in television drama proviaed the 
basis of the pilot project, which gave srriking evidence of the 
cultivation of Cfxtain assumptions and conceptions among heavy 
viewers. The pilot project involvea: (1) a study in which children 
were aSked to raT:e specially prepared pictures according to who would 
be. the aggressor/victim or hero/ villain; answers revealed race, age 
and sex biases; and (2) a survey or adult viewers through telephone 
interviews involving the use of a semi-pr03ective questionnaire with 
forced error choice items and opinion itt:;ms* The next and linal phase 
of research should establish the theoretical and practical usefulness 
ot cultural inaicators as guides to sci-ntific understanaing, citizen 
and consumer behavior, and public policy in communications and 
culture. (KM) 
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best* i^-; ':^;:;<'^^;c'c: :f v. x.'iLic!] \-.:y cnliui::! I i t.u r. fUr.;, Th:^' purpose 

of Ci'M-urri] '\)-\<:\iL"'lort'> is <o })rovi^ie s\icij i ii : pnn'U" I on. 

fjtiidy i-c;.^; iiiuc.nj pr.'viuus rc:;( ore'; c^iul c tuccci;<;Uil ]:ilc)u p^^ojoc 1 -^^'i 

xoaliLy ill rrjt'icJl .vj'CcU"; of hi.riilij bciia v i rx^ ^ <rn(l pol?c>-' 'ibc }>rv)j(,CL Lli-fs 
/ b\Uifi: O') the rcsu U r. or prior Mapper!: by fo\5:^c!<. L Icmjs » ccn .vAv'.loniv, and 

ap,ciic J e::-' and ? c':.{;v-i'.'S, t:o im'cuo r-nd ditectiCMij ).^..r priority icso^rcii cy.pr^^sr.cd 
in rirtj-;! Ul'M and i^lMI utal'ciiicnl':; .nnd rvpor^.r^c 

( A conlrvoncc of f.l.jff ;:nd ouf.sidc rc.>e.'jrc'lKM>v and rcprc-:c-Jl m I'i voi' of 

t'^uvcv.r (Mii: j^.nd -^.mclo ; licld uo ;id\Mf:o :<\: '\ ^-i rc^r;'rch fo^ 

follow t:^) ::nd iui-J'».r develop Liu- \;or]. oi Li)c Sury.ec) (..n:ncil^s ScientiJlc 
' Advif;C)ry C«>Mniit:U on Tele'/i i 0]i /md Social Hehr-vicr. 'i ho re-p-oj^: oi lhat: 
^ confc-i^ence, attacl:. «i as ApiKincM : li, rcconj-u-ndcd coru.inued :'Lt ent ion ciivl 

rescarea* support to lop^-t crin, brood ini)aeL fiuudiea^ b ]:;ed on pr3.or ^7crk in 



J- ^'nn'r]TidinL' t-ho ILS, Office of )■ ducnl:icM , the KaLional Science Found.-: t ion, 

UNKSCO -Mid the 3nl-c'rna'ujo,^'.1 5(H iolorJ ca ] Associ r.t i on , the National Comi.-,u s:.- on 
for (iic- Cau.scr, and iTovcntion o.' Vfoloncc (]■ ; souIuhjcv Cor. -ij ion) , tlio Suvroon 
General's ScienUfic Advisory Co-ui tt^c , and the -atioral institute bf y-uta] 
llealtli. The key pcbl icationiv l>v the senior jn\ csti r,a cor which rei>ort theorel- 
ical and mel liodoloy.ir 1 dove J o]n.ents stcp-aiunc- fro-u vhcu- studies, and on vhich 
thin p.-opo^-.al draws, are:' "'lovard Cultural indicators: The Analysis o. Vasr. 
MeciiaU'd Pahlic ilor.sar.e f.ystei'.'." : n Tm;_ A;;' ] V.^i.!! 9'". Cori^vm^.iXjou Co;^^^^ 
Dcvo'x-.^-.-iUjv jn lU'i. ^[.^Jjc ■lih.-v .s and ( .C^£.'--'J i'^Jill' ^.o-cjtco '..Jtn 
Olc" V//'ik>1sri7'KlauV r:rM>'lK'nl,;r:.i , VJi J 1 la-.n ,i , I'aisiay.and VHiMv •'^'■o>"^ 
(WQev Sons, 196'')-. "Cu 1 tin a i ] ndieator.-. : The Case of Viob-nce m 
Tolev'ision i'rain:," 'Jho /M'naK of tin- Anerican Acadei.iy oi Political and Social 
Scixuc, 3i!3:60"8J ,'""C:Vch,"'!,9/0; "Cultural Ind fra tors : the Thi rd Voice ' i n 
CotiMun.icaMuii 'iechiiolo-v and Sor^iJ IMjiej,;, co-edited vlih T/'rry r„ Gross, .ano 

i a ':•;(■■ Lo'dv K'V ^7 Sop'--. .U"/,;). a popu-.a- aj-tielc on "Cenvuunie-it 3 on 
and Soei.il Knvi ro,-.„.n( ■'' in th.' S..i>t e.-.i>ar 197? if.:_ll^SJ£. ^^ItT }S vll ^hftrt.cs 
the l)/o.dost coiU(:;t .n wineh t!ii:/ resean-'ti is concei%a-i, ar.d is, attavi^'O 
as A]i)H'n<!i:\ A« 
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this iirca. Two ) (.j'OrL . ^ i H(m 1' v nolod "Tl .^d i'oi » iii\"Oiir; : ■ 'i - : t - i iv., , 

monL. . . VJo ncjd n boll(^i* \n-n'or::l - ''in:; oi ilr'--. 'i.ia j n:.I r, ■■ : 1/ bofoit can 
realistically Uill: of iwUivonLion < (m ciiniv^" (p. 9). 

A ciiaila-i conlorcncc or. iiidi- of LrlcvisoJ vi^^ln:*:* ."J-io rrcc':/ .'.mk1( il 
brond-p;n<;c i(/<o:n\:h placJ;;^' 1 he of vic-i', i.c- in tin <M'r.U::l: p3 iiijro 

gcnar.al r.si^vi.y.v)':ul of, Lol^ vision. cM<(rts. '\\>^ ."-port: c^^' {h.:L (OnUo.-'f<- is 
altnchcd ar;. Aj^pcridi:: C. \ iVy voviy uncd "vicH-.^rc profile" is: (Mio oi 1 lie 
indicaLor.s iiuJiHiod i^jtluj-j tlio r,c'('p ot' (il.c ].rc>:)0.-;od rciu wcI). TuiM h:M\ .ore , 
lilii.'; propojaj dj: also rc.;j).n;.*: i vc iKc rcj'orl ^s rcc oi'ir;*-: '-ilior. tli-.l . TI:o 
next: st:op i.s to sr^rolio.; JinK- rjlvi-J ". cM" vl(\.\ ^ // p.riccyl iu]y of viu1']... .muI 
iLs cifocfs \nth vhe KjikI o/ soplii ::L . aLed a-i,^ 1 v.; 1 ^>f pvcv;r<M coiit.Ciir. bcins; 
carried out" UiKlcr Jio Am.nyhcvz f.cl-cvW'n proj.Ll" (p. 0). I'lTially, ii> a ]el:ler 
of liay 12, 1972, t:bo thi ;i Socrct-.M"}' inrA^ iin^v'L 1.. Ricii -3 d:;o-.i \;roro SriiaLor.S' 
lMst:or.v and Ka^^nunon t:h:iL tlui pi'iol j)]:oJccL "to d(^vc'ioj) i)iJj>ciLor.s o» (rcndr, 
ill pr iipo-liiiac t:c-lcvjsion dr::uiat:i(: c(^ulent: and o( tiieir e^iecl:!:;" inc J I'd i ii^; 
*'iL:j context: and jucaniiir, r.o l:lic viewer" i:j "c coi ia] to Jra\;er cf^O'lr. to 
moniLor TV viol^once rc^^ularly in a i.vaninp,ial \'<'y uf:ieful to t:ho.:jr: rcN^jpon:: i b' o 
tor planning social p^'liey." (Sec /qipendix JK ) 

1 <' Objoct'jyo 

Tb Ci ba 5^ i c as s iimp t: i on m id e r ly 1 u; . ihlr, s I ud y i .*> t lia 1. 1. 1 e v i s io n d r • ra J x^; 
in the mainntrcaia or J,s jtjK\ ma i nrbi ear.i of Lhc sypi])o]j*c (Mivi roni nl: 
cult:i.vat:inc co'^Vion concu])lions of 3if(^., socicliy, and the \;orjd. No ii>L;.'bor 
of 5K)cicty is unalfcct:ed by i l:s dohu'nr.nt: cuU.v-ral Lrend.s , llov^cvcr, livi!i<; 
deep in the inain:;l:rGain, ])cing a lie.'.\y consuiaer of it:s i.maf,es and iPcscay.os , 
mean ivorc int:cnsjvc acculturation and tigliLor integration of tlic mythr; and 
rituals of the symbolic world into Oiio's vic\7 of how the rca] \;or]d v;or];s 
tlian does living; a more iiisulatcd Jife or in ri more indci^cjidcnt or dJA/crsified 
cultural cont(»>:to Tlicrcfore, v;lii]e all Amcriean,'j arc influenced by tlie 
persir>tent .syr;:bolic .structures of the cultural hUiinc:trc!aiu, nore heavy vicv/ors 
of television tlian lig]\t or non-vie\/ars tend to conceive of reality as they 
experience it in tlie symbolic. v:?orld of telev^ir;ion drama. 

The pilot study- provides evidcjicc of the j^lausibi ] i ty of these- assumptions 
and the feasibility of dc^finitiv^e research alo)-;:; tlici^e lines. A coiripreliens Ive 
and cumulative analysis of tlie syni'iolic v7or1d ol television drama wa.s related 
to images and conceptions of social realit> lield by cliJldj-en and adults in 
sucli areas of knov7lcdj;c a.; geo^^,ra]^liy , clcino5_;ra]d.,y , ])ersonal and j^roup stereo- 
typing;; age, sex, ctlmic, etc*, oc ciipations, ]jo\A:r, and other role c^::;". c tationr 



-Tlie KIMll announcenent of tlie scope and purposes of llie pilot pi'oject 
is attaclied as Appiuidix 1). 
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imlr.mcnt-.s o. pxir-oiP. ! . t , ::nd ;;rou!>. to proL.-b: lit i o: .m.c. -.m! 
■fniluvu, vjol...ii and !iii-...-i]y rr] al: hms , v.-innin;'. .nrJ L>, etc., ai... 5 > • 
^uHi no cri.:.. mnd v j r t i mi /.a. i on , f.iuiiy lii'-S ^'CJ'K'., ^-'-^t:on, , r, vU y r.J 
rflaLiour:, .^nd r.o on. The cullJv.,t;on hypo! l.or, j r. '..v.s, o! covrsa r l or, Ca.,] ^ 

vorkl of Lolrvision d.-.-r.. divorr.e frc;. those of nous. .-n.../ov oi ic.._] 
world. Ihi ,villrrnoi / uunn:-A Mi rc • ■ M-k..i> )y co: ■:. ir, t <M,t . J l .s.u.. l u U.. 
vorld of Lclcvi.iou dr, • doc. cultiv,.t. C.-^uyul co:. <-,-. o.: o. ^ ; ^ 
socict-y even c.;..- i .1 ]y) Vn t.i,-: 1' ^ , ^ ^ ^''^ V^'' n , \^ " i po"^ ^ 

in,.c.r,:tr.d i.uo f.l.e :-y. '.olic ... . in.l-rc.a (fho heavy consr vr- of ,1 in"" > s) 
rrn i:hr.- ino.-.L Jikcly f-o u.-.c jL. fjLCl:io.^al .Mvucluro to dc :ipc f.he r-cH voiJd 
of people, p]. IOC'S, -and vahic;;. 

Thc.o findin;.. w-iM-o.cnt: Ihc first: clcar-CKt: dcr.o:,.,i ral.i on. of .lj,ni f ica.t-^ 
„cdia c£fccl.<; U:.on r.,..;;ory and ]-novlodr;,o of crirical so.ial jr.ipor... J he cf 1 . 1 . 
ino on n moro ba;.nc Jovd than those of al:Li Ludo:; , opiiMf-r.s, and pa J .Uk. oi 
informal:jon or pcrr.ua.i oa (wliic!, i,s ^.-hcrc mor-.f prc-.-ious .vsea.-ch -,.'ar, c.onducLrd). 
Tlu-y fio lo 1-hc very dcf in i t ionr: and asouinpf ioa:; of the Jartr-,, oi ii><- .ma 
cocjot^y ci.l!:ivatcd by iiia.ssive and rcpefil: fvc social .yuxhollc iimrtions of 
everyday "f auL.--..' y" oulpul;. 

The proposed .study uill systcn-at;" -/.e, foruialixc, and, in a j;onse, Jn.sf i tut j on 
oUye the re<-ular colkcLion and per.i.odi( report inr, of .<;uc-h j nf oi ff, .! . on. Lhe 
mapping of the .svnibolic wrld end the tracin- of its eff.^clr. ^n th ier.pcet to 
both oenerol concept ioiuv of social rcalit.y and a sol of critical public is::v.o.'. 
r.iKh at. cdi.c.:tion, health, violence, public, authority, l.-v obr.crvan.-P ane 
doucstic and global r.voup rel at i on.'jiii ps will bo developed ^nto a cuuulative 
and cor.iparative rcioarch (■nterpri.'^e. At the, concJu.sion oJ the propG:.( o piojert, 
the theory, i,,cthodolo;;y , and presentational techniciuer., for the annua rrportj.,::. 
of a .set of Puilti-djn-.on.'iion-il comparative indicators \;j 11 ho av<n..bje lor tne 
cohtinujnr, mapping and interpretation of the iuiage and kno^.-ledge cultivation 
characteristic;;: of American television. 



VJliy to] ovi j^non drama 

Television dominates tic prevailing clinate of the masr.-produccd svnibolic 
environment. Its dramatic progranis (].lay,s, filns, cartoons) cult.vata synthetic 
imares of life, society, and fne world. Their perception as ontort .anrnent 
assures, if anything, relatively easy and univcr.sal participation >n i ,e xisunuy 
realistically depicted fantasy world tiiey present. Is'ever bc-foro hav. such 
]ar-e and heterogeneous publics from the nursery to the nursi nf. ho.ie , fron, 
Chot^to to ];onlhouse -- shared so much of a syslc ^ of me.ssap.es and j..n,-.Kes, and 
the aiisumi^tions embedded in them. V.'hat do th.eso i-.-iar.cxs an<l i,.es.'.a.;;.-s, culDvaue 
in common? What do tliey teach differently uo chil'ren and adults, to iK-n anc. 
von.en, and to variou.s social f-roupi nr,.s? How do the syi.ibolic structures and 
dicir functions change;, over time? 
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rcvonl nocia] p:oi li-^ni srnn inKK r ly iiip, , In;! i\ot new ' ; .ir i ly i'lp; .jtii! in. c^Mi^t 
mod(»s of prcsciit^'i ti Oil, Tiioi.." v.iio noiliwr rc'tjk li^n* 'i;oultl M v/idv* / ■ r/.t* 

of spoclalj zed subject ml Ur' finl it:, ncvc j 1 i<olc\s.s, in vlv.si^ui and i iction. 

MocL po(>.">lc, nn<l especially Llie yoan:; ^micI llio ] r :m; cdiucjucd oi all a:;c-, 
encounLor mos': ?;u^\}cct s in tlip form c^i :,u( !i " jnr id, uLa I" t ri' itin-nL in tho^ 
cour.sc of Lhcir rclat-^'vely j-r>n-selocl i vo ]r iourc:-L i i.io ''cnt.crl aini^cnl"/' 

What is Lruo for the pj f' .cntntio^'i of ni ;;ce1 '^i^l ous :;u]ijt r( rMttc7" rj^pljc.s 
even Wioro. to tlic cul Livat i ol j.cz'ooii.'i ukI r.Ovi.'i cliarict oi.^ l ics, r.tcrco- 
typc\*-;, vahjps. polJcjes, /!)\; norms' of coiK'nctc ImItJo life, U.o bull; <jf 
popular iictioa am' drama i:\ 'tn "open bvoul./* C]ia7/U'U:rj'.;al ion :aro rc 1. ii \'cly 
cleai^-cut, n'^»tD vai/j ons arc I j an.sjvarc^ni- , pro!»lc!i:;. : lul fOnfli^tr: c>.])iic:it, 
and tlic; interplay oL forcer- ib.it dett j Niua tlic ovAcc-rc^ nr. ^^'il as (Ik- outrorae, 
itself, are usually clear. Thc^se cha) ? tcrjf:tic.^: of evcryd :/ Liction ;u)d d^rama 
make tlieni the n^o.ot common and accossil^Jc sourco of jHiblic^ acculturation. 

The researcn leading to cultura] indicators, i)cr,an, tliorc: "ore, vjitli the, 
analysifi of the Liont pervasive and cc\^i>rLdion:::iv( ini|";cs of (v/(M'yday cu1ti»ra 
found in television draiaa. Vox most /"n.r leans i:K»;r of the tJi-o tclevjsjoji 
is_ popular culture, Tha sy ibolic strut turcr; and j unctions; oj. tho mGsrwi^;c 
systent.s found in television drama have' ])rovidcd the basis for c'n inveril i station 
of tlio assumptions, conccptjons, and IciKliricics culilvatcd in thoir vicv?cr:;. 
The pilot pi-ojc^ct jj;ava stri]:jii[; ovidoncr of such cultivation aMon[; heavy 
vicv;ers. The nc^xt and final ph«'<sc, of ^ei'o.irch devt'lopnient slionld esta])lish 
and denonstratc the theoretic^al rnd jTaniical usef. Jnc^r^s oi cultural in.t' icators 
as guides to scientific muU^r^srandin^;, citi^ien and consumer l^aliavior .and ]uibllc 
policy in contr.uni cat ions and culture* 

Ovcrlrippint', stn^o s 

The project is planned in overlapp ing stages. The fix"st staple V7i11 see 
the development and launchiuf; of cultural indicalorr, based on })rlmo"tiine network 
television drama. The annrta : analysis or the, drani-ttic: laatcvJal \7ill provide 
the basis for measures of cultivation in selected areas. Tim first annual 
report combining message anci cultivation analyser;, and yield in;; such trend 
indices as will be available by that tnirj, v;ill bo completed in tlie third year. 

Daring the second staf^.o (boginnin:;; \;itb the second year) tlie project will 
foi-malize the statistical procedures dm] computer tecliniques appropriate.^ to a 
standardised system of data ])roress1np.^ and reportj'n:;. At tlie same time, cross- 
nationol effort of cooperating rescarcli teams wj 11 be organized. The first 
set of comparative findings v;ill be availaj^lo ])y ihc. end of the grant peiiod* 

2 • Hachf\ rou n d 

A scries of national .and cross-natiotial sttidies provides botli a data base 
and a starting point Lor the proposed research* The analytical irame\7ork h.as 
emerged from those studies. They liave deinonstrntcul that the mass-'cultura 1 



presentations of w.cmy ^n^pccts of liii nnn ly]-...y of boli'tvior j)lnco thc:u in 
public context that servv-:j inst itxit i(/n.'i] purpoi^cs. 

V.Virtjino concern with montn] hc.i]th ]cci to the pnj:snt»(; of the KVit ional 
Mental licallh Act in 1946, the csf"l)I i . hraenl of ihc Nntionn] InstittiJe of 
Ment/il Health, and the ciaei pence of the ''iM.vi'il health inovei.Tnt" of the 
fiftiei.. Dy ].9'>3 Joiin Secley eouUl oh.^eive in The Aiii^i of the AAP:;S 
that "This coiiccutrution npon, anJ liwi r.-ito-'^i^'^' .vo:i.:e joi!j;ne:-.': of, the nature of 
mental life is nov; so \m tJe<t]?reac] ar to ensmrc an appr(!CiaL i ve audIe,Ke for 
New Yorker cartoons abouL pr^ychiatr i.';t::, Ho]jy\-ood filuia alioul a]c oholi :,m or 
amnenia, niothc ri.-aid booli.i about the c:iiorgent little superer.o:> and their 
rcsugent little ids/'- KJ!:ii bor.an .spon.sor<;hi.]) of a serier; of studie:;. on 
popular conceptions of mental health. The r.enior invcr;ti-. Jtor of the proposed 
project joined in the rec>earch on ho\7 mental illness is j>rej:ciited in the press 
and in popular drama and fiction. We looked at the procet;se.s of control and 
decision-rnakin^; that gave rise to $i>ecific coiitent conf indurations ir. ]>ublic 
information and cnterta jrj,ijnt. We rM:udicd the dyr*oiaies of iiii..»c^-''<''ul ( ivation 
on terms related to tlie e(M>position of the nes5:a^';e systeiijs involved. The 
research v/as co:ni)leted by I960. It represents a valuable data base and 
benchmark for continuing and comparative analysis. 

Sputnik generated (for reasons peculiar to American culture) an or[;y of 
educational soul -searchine,. Under a j;rant froa the U.S. Office of Education 
the senior investigator .studied the portrayal o; schools, teachers, and 
students in the mass media of ton countries^ A[>nin u'c tr.-ice(' the ebb and 
flow of attention and the co-Dposit i on of lactu.O and fictional representations 
than cultivated popular conceptions of education in the U*S., four countries 



'■John R. Seel.ey, '^Social Values, the Mental Health Move rent, and 
Mental Health," The Annal s of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, Vol. 286 (March 1.9^^3), p. 22. 



*'VCeorge Gerbner, "Mental Illness on Television: A Study of 
Censorship," Jo^urn.il of ^^^^^^^^^ y^ill, 1959; Cf« Jum 

C. Kunally, Jr., ronul.ir (lOj:i£.C.!l!J-::D./- iU J-rilltli; liVrlil lleXCiOj2l-J?nt_ 

2lA ?Jii}i:ilQ Vork: HoJt, Uinouart iji iistonVT960) ; Geor-e Gerbner^ 

"Psychology, Psychiatry and Mental Illness in th.e Mass Media:" A Study 
of Trends, 1900-1959 January, 1961; George 
Gerbnor and Percy il. Tannenbaum, "i^cj^ul ation of Mental Illness Content 
in Motion Pictures and Television," n.i;-ette 6:36S-385, 1961. 
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of Western r.uropc, four countries of riostcru i:urOj)G, iun\ the Sovic!. IJnuut.'V 
A principal value of thai: reseiirch n]fjo in n comparnti vc* baseline for 
periodic incJjcat:ors of popular cultural trcm1r>. 

UNKSCO, tlic Tnlornational Socjolt:)^^^^-*^! Aij-^ociation, aiul the KaUoual Science 
Foundntion supported a six-nat ion *'Crc»sf;-Ca] lural SCudy or Films inu\ Lhc 
'Film llcro.'^* One year's feature filn production in the U.S., Franco, 'Italy, 
YufWiL^via, I'oland, and Cxechos lova];ia proviAled the ba.sJs for a coriparativc 
investigation of the ficLioiial worlds and "culture hcro.-s'' of the ira Jor sini^le 
fsource of imaginative reprcr^entatjons shared a*, iross natiOiial bound ir ies, -- 

In 196a, the senior invcstii^a tor received .a research contract froiu the 
National Cov.-nussion on tlie Causes and Prevention of Violence to eonduct an 
analysis of Iho. extent and nature of violent rci)roscntaL ions in prime timo 
neti-ork television drama for the 1967 and 1960 seasons. Tlie findings provided 
part of tlic factual basis for the Cc:./niss ion's rcconinic-ndations , and were 
reported in its Mass HedJa Task Force report. -.w-;: Subsequently, under a grant 
from the Surf:(-on General's Scientific Advisory Con-iitten on Tclevxriou and 
Social behavior, the study vras extended to cover 1969 and 19V0 television 
sen sons, and the analysis continued under UnVil auspices in 1971 and 197 2. 'nvv.- 



, ^^Geor^e Gerbner, "ilass Coumunications and Popular Conceptions of Education' 
A Cross-cultural Study/' Cooperative Uesenrch Peport r<o. 867 (UoS. Office of 
Education, ]96/i); "Siraller Than Life- Teachers and Schools in the Kass Media 
I!hJ. }ln}^£<ln 44:202-205, February, 196:^; '»3uages Across Cultures: Teachers 
in Mass Media Fiction and Drama," The School iU-.^leu 74: 212-229, Su-ner 1966* 
'Kducation Abou. Education by Hass Media,'" Thc"Kf!ucatio)Ka Forum 31'7-]5 
November, 1966. ''Newsmen and Schoolmen; the State and i^roblc;;;;; of Kducation 
Reporting, JouniajU sm ^ar^^^^ 1957; "The Press and the 
Dinlogue m Fducation; A Case Study of a National Educational Convention and 
Its Depiction in America's Daily Newspapers,*' ^}oyxnalij^n -ronooraph Ho. 5 
1967; 'Teaclier Image and -he Hidden Curriculum," The Aii^c^:ic^ Scholar ' 
42:66-92, Winter, 1973o 



-s^'^George Gerbner, "The Film Hero; A Cross-Cultural Study," Journa 1 ism 
Mono f;raphs Ko. 13, 1969. 

VfA-A-yioloiKe and t^lje MocH.a, a report to the National Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of Violence prepared by David L. iKingc, Robert K. Baker, 
and Sandra J. r>all. U. So Government Printing Office, V?asliington, D.C., 1969. 
(See Chapter 15 and Appendix IJI-J.) 

^;-AfrA\ioo}rge Gerbner, "Violence in* Television Drama; A Study of 'J'rends and 
Symbolic I'tinctions," in Te levision and Social behavior, Vol^ 1, Cgjitjent and Con? rol, 
edited by G. A. Comstock and E. A. Rubinstein, Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1972. 

VrtV>V;Vvvr'(.orge Gerbner, \jjth the assistance of Michael Klcey and Nancy 
Tcdcsco, "Tlie Violence )')-ofilc; Som^: Indicators of Trend*: in and the Symbolic 
Structure of Network Tf-levision Drama 1967-1971," in llearinfys Before the 
Sttbcommi ttee on Comjininif ations of tlie Committee on Com'uerce, U^S. Senate, 
O U.S. Government Printing Office, 1972. 
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Finally, the pilot project lends n^^, to the present propof^al was r>iipported 
by a 2~year NJI'll grant cuniniencing January 1^ 1972* (Sec Appendix E ) Beyond 
continuing the television content anrMiysis, that project vaij devoted to the 
further refinement of the instrumentt: of analysis and the dcv'clopmont ol 
interview and survey methods cJpplicabJe to children nnd adults in the assess- 
ment of the imaf.ery and Una.'] edge that TV's drainatic content miglit cultivate. 

These studies represent cumulative conceptucil and methodological invest- 
ment in establishing the basis for the definitive research of a broad and 
multidimensional nature propo5;ed by the invest i^fators and called for in the 
statements attached as Appendices B, C, and !)• 



3. Rationale 



Imagine a hermit v?h0 lives in a room v/bich is linked with the outside 
world via a television set that can only receive drairatjc programs* This 
person's knovjledge of the vjorld would be built exclusively out of the images 
and "facts" which-he^ could glean front on an unending diet of fictional events. 

- What would exist in this man's v?orld? Obviously, oiJy those persons, 
objects, places and events that are depicted in tclevisit/U h\ima* V^hat V70uld 
seem important in this world? Clearly, the importance of the various eJements 
of his "reality" v;ould be dctenaincd by the frequency of tiicir appearance 
and by the centrality of their roles. Similarly, the ways in which the 
various constituents of the television v?orld arc portrayed and organi>:ed 
would be the only source of his knowledge of their value and of their inter- 
relationships. The population of his world v;ould be the population of television 
drama; his expectations and judgments would be derived from the conventions of 
plot and outcome that dominate television drama; his view of human nature 
would be based on the shallov/ psychology of central-casting cliaracterixation* 

While fev; arc likely to find themselves solely dependent upon television 
drama for their knowledge of the world, it secins v/ortn asking how much our 
viev; of the world actually resembles that of our hypothetical hermit. And, 
possibly more importantly, how similar v;ill a child's world be, given relatively 
little exposure to the complexities of the "real" v;orld and a steady diet of j 
exposure to the world of television? 

All art is based on conventions that govern the selection and organisation 
of elements. The skill of the individual artist is only visible against the 
background of the stylistic conventions of his period and medium.- The 
dominnnt stylistic convention of Western narrative art novels, plays, film, 
TV drama — is that of representational realism.** "The promise of realism as a 
stylistic convention even of fantasy materials such as cartoons has important 
implications. It makes the audience respond as if the artist's choices were 



^'I,arry P. Gross, "Art as the Concnunication of Competence," Social 
Science Tn^ormaUon , (UKESCO, in press). 

••'''•The. pilot study found 96 percent of all television plays (other than 
cartoons) to be realistic in style. 
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governed not by the coiwontlon:, of .-jri: but \yy the fact.-; or life, llov^cvcr 
stereotyped the plots f>i:e, \}c. a.s.-.unie tljnt they take placo against a back- 
drop of the real i^orld -- the details must be naturalistic or wc fcnl that 
something ):j wrong. Characters uwAt behave a;.; people uould in most situations. 
The conventjoiui of character dcvi-loptncnt arc those cf Sunday-suppU-mGiit 
psychology. When the impossible- docs occur it will ofton bo treated a-s if it, 
too, were part of a i:;:Lural order in which nuns conJ.u fly and an::n::lr, speak. 
Nothing impeaches l)u basie "jrcaliLy" of tlie VK:>rld of fictional enLcrtainnient. 

This picture of tiio. convent ions of reali.siTi may not fit the facti of "hiph 
culture" or avant-garde art in our time, but it is certainly appropriate for 
the world of television drama. The \?orld of television draiv.^ in tb.c world we 
live in. It is also the v?orld of the past n:: v/e think v?o. know it, and often 
of the future -as, perhaps, we ha vn. come to c::pcct it. 

If the premise of realism in television drama seems -'i bit thin for :,ome 
adult vicvjers, it is certainly plausible for moFt children who are not as 
skilled at discerning- the evidence of "poetic" license. A study co.iipleted 
recently by James Murphy, a member of the sL?ff of the pilot project, has 
shown the extent to vhlch children vjill respond to a story shown tliem in the 
form of pliotographic slides by stai.ins that it was "real" — that it really 
happened.* Greenberg's study of "Children* £5 Hcactions to TV Blacks" found 
the effects of TV exposure generally even more marked and judged more "real 
to life** than that of personal encounter."" 

Television drama, operating on this premise of rcalif-tic depiction, offers 
the viewer an apparently rich array of 'windov.s through which he can s?impse 
apparently diverse images and events. But the diversity is only in t!ie shape 
of the window and the angle of the flimpse — the basic topography of the 
fictional world is constant. It is also highly informative. Th?t is, it 
offers to the unsuspecting viewer a continuous stream of "facts' and impressjons 
about the ways of the world, the constancies and vagari<is of "human nature," 
and the consequences of actions. The premise of. realism is a Trojan horse 
which carries within it a highly selective and purposeful image of the fact:: 
of life. 

What is this image of the world, v?hat are the lessons of this hidden 
curriculum, and are they indeed learned by tlie unsuspecting pupils of tele- 
vision? These are the questions \?hich v.'e arc addressing in an attempt to 
analyze the critical symbolic messages of television drama and to trace 
their Impact on the beliefs and values of its audiences. 



*James P. Murphy, "Investigation of the Nature and Development of 
Interpretive Competence," paper presented at the International Goinmunication 
Association, Montreal, April, 1973. 

**Bradiey S. Grcenberg, "Children's Reactions to TV Dlacks." JoiirnnJJ siii 
Quarter Iv . 30:5-14, Spring, 1972. 
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A major objcctJvc of the pilot project %;af5 that of t;-.olhouol epical 
t1eveloD:rcnt and instrument- tests Hovever, early Jnd W-.ra-.cnG Lne 
subntant:ive flncUncr- co::on;i from tP.e tectjr:? proviacu na'on^j •'■"'^^'^--'f '^J'f 
siprnJ-ic-a-Mt re.alt.. U thcce ore born cut In the ...-in project -n: Proir|C.o(., 
as ve fullv exncct them to bo, the propoccd «lucly v/H repvcccnt ihe . .1 i:.t _ 
clc-ar-cut ovidonco of r-iusivc iJitluencc of telcv:i.r.:icn vJ •:.^.n.nr, and o..vcv mea.u. 
exp'jsurc uron puVu/C concopti.or.K of aoc^a] reality. 

Toiii report vas dela.vacl xintil con- oJ- tbo reGultc coiir.cI V.- ^ ',.;:iu.dca, 
even thouGli the pilot project slD.l had ..ore than d:Ix r.oivLh^; to fo. At ttie 
camo tJ,neT and for the «a!ne rcu^on, it vas ).ot p.sc:-).!-. to proved., .nure than 
a fov bicailiehts and a sKetchy r^'.tlier than coinprdiensivc accoun. 03 the 
findings. 

a, Perioa 

T)i& period of time covered in this procrecs reyjort is the first IT monthr, 
of the, 2-year pilot project, froni January 19Y2 through Vay 19 B- 

4 

Tne nature of the vorl.d ix)rtra5.ed in prii::C time television arair,-. jnd ii.5; 
effects in citltivatin." coneeptiont; of social reality var; xhe subject of thxo 
m3ot study. Reliabl^ r.ethocis for the analyoir^ of Acar^U- irer::r.ane syste-^r. 
vero develo;cd ancl applied. Se.i-.projective picture bests and a quest:. onnar.re 
survey vere developed and administered. 

Six years' acctxir,ulation of analytical mterial vnr, the data base upon 
vhich the television content study proceeded and v'hieh vill be ^•T;;;Tf J 
annually in the piK)posed inuin study. Bie rcsiO.ts of the pxlot study .eutur.d 
Xlistic, do.no^.rapMc, oceupation.l, and dra^uHtie action niostly cr:.nie and 
viSence) aspects if the television vorld, and pointed up ^he importance of 
I dctailed analysis of the facts of the "message" before xwd.ortak.tnfi a study 
of its presutned effects • 

Mnior raothodological and substantive developsnents In the study of 
ctxltivaun. effects can be reported here. Beveral picture tasbs au..nxstered 
to different -roups of ^.'hite and black children revealed ooth the o^aeia-i 
^nd the sSciK^aUy 'rV-related existence of the..e stereotyped coneeptnons 
:fpS;ictnfki/proWe fates that van .1.0 found be chara^ 
of Ihe television vorld. A telephone aucstionnaire a(.nanir,ie ed . . n.t.o a 
probnbilifcv sample of heavy and lirJit television vlev;er.s furun^r dc . nsU^.cd 
sinnlf leant associations of television e>qK.sure v;ith conceptions 0I salxcnt 
aspcicts of social reality. 

c, Datailecl report 

Wo unflerbool; to develop methoflolo-ies for the reliable obocrvation of 
"facts of .life" of the vor.ld of tcAovision -'jrama, and to create and 
pix)ccdurc>,s for the asse.-,.n-:.-i.t of; the conceptual eor)sec,iurur:es of " • 
in that 1-ictionnl vorld. The first type of research ve call the unaJ.y.. . 
of message syGtetn.-j. 'J'.he Gcconil ir. the f;tady of the coaceptions .h,-:y tend 
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to ciiJ.tivute cj on{5 thooe v.or/t heavily exjosed to chenu la ioj^ting tbo 
cultilvatinc^ clTccts of the "facbs or Irre" In Ihc \:ovl(l of bclcj^dsion 
drai.a vo rcluod prlrrarilj^ on thof;o '^'-uctc" that nlvoroe fvon the "rOc,3. 
wx\Ul" a£j ropvcr;cntecl In Tactual statjrrbxcs and irji^cxbly iiovr. accounts* 

pr;lr;.c^7i™XY't^'i^ and aV! day F'atiirii::y for one yvll voeh In the 

fall of each .year (after '.ho laxmchj'^r//, of the i^a: f;oaDon) cOi.ir^riced the 
mviv^O. i;amplc^ on vhioh r.:.':.na,^c syirtL^^ analycif^ ^^ TXirforr.icd by train'^d 
coders • ihc tiaJning con.t.lrited of inu-lbiixi.e coO'}i\:i^ .rollov-inr. an inGtxTJ.::?nt 
of un*;3yf^is and tlic screcrj.in:: and JIikO. selects o?i of coderr. an zho biuiic 
of the rofiuJ.tiJ of a dia£,j.oritic pixDccdiu'c* 

ffiie rcliahillty of Iho analysis :iG also mcani^jL^cd by multiple cod:hi:_:£5 
and the applicabion of u,vp}X>'priate fori-iulao for vno asseejni.'ent of the 
reliability of coder obsoi nations (see ^'Methodc of Pioocedm^c/* below). 

Tlie instxnii lont of analysis used in this pilot study had three partfj* 
Part A van devoted to the syf;ter:atic obs^exvation of those "facts of 3.ife" 
in the ^.orld of tcle^dsion dran;a that partain to a program, as a -^jhole: 
style^ time* place, setting*, groixp relations, thoBxitic strdcture. B 
dealt vith the deu^ocpraplK/^ liealth, p:.rsonality lyc-ofiD.e, value; structure and 
selected relationr/irips of Wig cast of characters: x^DpiiLatinc the telc\df.ion 
vorlfl*. Part C portainod to the intons'.tve study of selected cy^^s of dramatic 
actioi'i* 

Six years of researclt r,ade avaiDablo to the project tlie analysis of 
656 pjx>crams (plays), 19OY leading cliaracters, v.v.d 3505 acts or episodes, 
llio x*ich and cojnplox cuiniaative archivo:j of this m'ojoct vzill take tirie to 
A±(^er^t, forraliKo, and rejx>rt in a systcmtic and periodic fa^^hlon* Thematic 
trends appear 'to be rerarl^ahly consistent despite a'pparent Jluctuations of 
style and the i>opiilarity of different fcrLiats** Only a fe^7 higlilights of this 
analysis can be noted here. 

I'bre than nine out of ten di^aniatic progratts (other than cartoons) are 
"reaD.istiCa" llie ^^orld of television is rrostly domestic, urban, and 
contojaporary* Ibreignex's raaKe up 1^1- percent of its population • The fantastic 
and the implar-oiblo are nore likely to occur far out in the ^ou^try, o:v in 
other co\;ntrien, tlian close to home* Uars, small to^rns, p3.aces of c^'^^'t 
vealtli and ix)verty, and sparsely populated areas are I'lore likely to be found 
Gbix>ad than in the UaS, 

Tlie past 3 s rarely and the future is never cordc. Poverty is funiiior 
than vealth, e^^vcn if it is rare (once in a hundred settings) and far a\-;ay. 
^^ost of those enifd.oyod in the vorld of television drntna arc professionals, 
but iirost are also minarrjcd and in the prime of l:ife* Business, f;ovc)*nincnt, 
entortainMont, lav enforceipent, and criinc are tlic uia/ior occupations. Half 
of al3 people cciiiniit vio].cnce, one fifth perpetrate some crime, six percent 
kill so?neone and three preccnt are killed. 
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Male:; outhimiber rcii.alcc four to one. Chiluroi^. cartooii^j mrt ray even 
fewer vomen and i.-^orc violence, Chilclren anii old people are hiiv6 to rind; 
each coinpriru; only aboul: gdx T»r>rcon*t ol ielovj iM! -jx^pula lic:j. Vm^c 
fciualoG than v^rJc^s avc younc:. but voi:.c»!i ? f;o cai'licr and faiitei Ihan i.;cn, 
Ulie afjed are more llhcly to be ev:il^ and Wnxr. to fa')'}, than the move 
youtlilul. 

Socia] povox' on Uolcvjc-jci)! Ir^ dcvrj'ArXrcxx.oj'] iji \hc ].utloiTi of \Holc?rL 
action. Althovi^li :in l^'O' t}ic vio3c)ico Jr.dox \::xz at ;«tn ^970 K^el (nai^'iLly 
belov 1971 ^^nd tlie niui»ber oi* vJolont chei-acicrit-^-ililoiO c\ccJJr.'.\l {;:.:!:'*ov^'ii, 
tlio rate oT violcut eo'r.od:.?) iX)r:o Ciid the lal/io oi' vjei.irrJr.aiJci- van the 
hxghcor^t :in c;:i.x ^vcars. (ric-c Aj ix/nuix 3\ ) n.-Mr^t ro.tJo^ the nuKbco of vicLlLir. 
for each viol^nL chcnacter^ ^-■U'}'^''^ conn:!Cie"'"cci an liidieatlo:! of aoiiinatic/i 
and possibly fear ciUtlvai.cd in tlic tele v.i.r-.jon vorJd, Tnc y3 c i/i ra fcion 
ratio for the lant nix j'^ea-j*^; vm:: 



19Cf( 


l.l6 


1958 


1.3:3 


19^9 


1.21 


1970 


1.09 


19'r3 


1.10 


X9yP- 


1.26 



Itius the abno3ute athovir't of vJolenco is not nccor^r'arlly a ('ood mcar.uro 
of Itr. fmicc'jonn in r.lvapan^^ cu.Mcopt:ionn uf nocial roa:iiiy. For cxan.plc^ i.he 
vIcli!rLb:ot-Jon ratio for vhilc !..-.:len ;^*3 3* for other nialc^j l*!l8, Tao r.riUc 
rat.lo for all ira.lec v:an 1.1^;, for all fciaile/^ 1*39* 'i'hc charts on -page V)7 
of Apxxax'iix h ali^o 5?Juf;traU; hov the 'pover ntruoturc of Uic tolcvlnion 
vorid v:ictimi2;c5j fen-alcfj and nunvliitcs^ even ariong cartoon "aniii-il" characterfi. 

Tlie nexiv qucBtion is ho^? the social riiniitolic context of the television 
vorld affect?3 the pre\n:-iiling cultural clin.ato and cu^tivatcfi vic\7crs* 
conceptions of th::^ facte of Hfe. ^Hiat 1? the question addrcr.ned in the 
cu].t3\^tion analysis t>art of the pilot (and the -proyKv^ed) project. 

Culti\ratlon analysis, Se^Tii-projectJ ve picture tetit*^ and a questionnaire 
a dminlf^ toiled to'difforont (:rox\\/j of respond;;^ut53 vevc the princip^il methods 
for the assessment of the dcndiianb imat^ery and cultivation effects attribul'-^ble 
to televiJtion* Tao picture teotii vere devcTopod inth I'clativo.ly G:nall groups 
of clilldrcn, root of vhon are muderate to heavy^ vieycrG of television, llie, 
purponc vas mainly to develop relatively non-stxnic tared (and nonverbal) 
measures of itna^ery uoable \:it}i ch-Jldron, and to tcf.?t theJr efficacy in 
elicitin;; resp:.}i3os that could be related to {'Cncral cultural slei^oo typos 
presenteu Oii and -presuinably cul.tilvated hy televir.:ion. Uhe s])eeif ic 
citl.tivatinc effects Kore tested in one of Uic picture^ tests and then by the 
questionnaire on a national probability sample of h('uvy and li^ht vlcv^ers 
tcatchod on some other characteristics and also ci'oupod by some other media 
habits • 

llic first set of scrfd.-pronective matei\ials cons.istr-, of a lar^o set of 
pass]ort-typ3 pasfif.ort-typo photographs of a heterO{;cni.;ourj ^i-oup of people 
tahcn by us under standr.rd conditions, '.the; pictu3'C'S have been rellab.ly 
coded in terms of racc^ sex and a^o^ and can be put lor,cther in various Vsays. 
We have used somcvhat different sets for diJToiX^nt ptuioscs. VJo are currently 
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tonting a ntandardj r-xKl Bel. oV hO ficturos vlijc;li :Ig clxviclou .into cqinl sub- 
groups of biUick and vhMo^ mlo and foinnlO; :,ouna older i^'j-Co), 
Wc have brju copion. oX' Uvlz t:cl pr.intcd on :iaj-i;G ^^hcoti.: o?' heavy 
randoinlj^ ordered and coded nuiiiorJ cully for c^'^'*^H^ '"^^^^^ InJividuul tcc.lin^^ 
(a copy :lf; Jncluded as Appenaixli ). In addUvlon^ v?o c^.n utilni'.c fn^^^'^M^"^ '^?hich 
reprcrjent other ix)pu?iaLxon se^^r-.cnLr^^ for ortMp.lc^ cld..'?'ay or Asians;:. 

We have micd there picturcn io oxamne the ciucstiioric of vIo?.en.:c and 
•victimisation. In the vorlu of l?^tevision the "victitnlz- l;:icn ratJor;*' 
dcronijtrato tlic pover of the vhxtc and the r.::le over tb- * '>r ^ 'te and female. 
Wien vo ar.kcd children to make jm^:7nents abouL our pic c . :^onle, ve 

found V'-^ry similar potterno. Ur;.!:^':. one metlir^d^ ve as3ri.v. ^^xoaps oi' children 
(aged 8-3.0) to rate\*ach picture in a set of hO (20 rale, 20 lemnlc; 20 yomc.? 
20 old; all vhite), in terms of b}ie li3";eli}iood that fnc person mlrht murder 
someone^ be murdered, or, in a diebotoinous choice, MB or be kil.loO. Some 
vere also ank^ed to anrjver the quer.tions as thouGh these people ve?'0 all 
characters froii television pattcrnvj* Tlie data arc very clear (see 'fable 1). 
Ihe killers are the younc ^nd tl^e male, the victims are yomig females and 
older males • 

Another ryroixp of children vp^i:^ ar.ked to pick out of a bi-racial set all 
of those 'ho udcbt be ir.urderers arid all vho I'li^ht be th,c victim.s of murder 
(not inutuaDy exclusive). Ihey vo.rQ also ac].c;d to make: t^e same choices in 
terms of 'iV that i^j, ^;hich of Ihe roople voxC\d he 3ikely to murder or be 
murdered if they ^jere al^ chai^act^ or -"^elcviision* Tnc ratios of i^avrderers 
to victims by race and f;^- (Ficurc j ) shov a pattern vhich i^ familUu^' to 
television vuev^ers, and rcndnincent of our analysis of to].evision droiuti. 
.White males are equally murdei\:)us and /ictiimiv^ed, black I'alcs arc ii^tinly 
murde^-ous, black and ^;h:! to ;'em.ales are victim »-£ed, Cnildren see the ixittern 
essentially the same in tcrm3 of :Life and telcvi.sion. *i.he ncncration difference 
also sho\?s up here. 'Ihc young rr.i.les are more miu^deix)us; the oJd, especially 
old ^7omen are over'/zhelmincly victi^iuscd. 

In another test, a group of ^?}iite and black public school children vas 
asked to })ick three characters out of a set of hO according to the folloving 
plot: there is a hero %jho vill opfx>se and defeat a villain, and scve an 
innocent person vho has been victdmi'zed by the vill.ain. The heroes chosen 
by the children vere yoang (T3v),* ^^<^ (^l/O ^^nd vhite (5B?^). The v:il3.ains 
vere also young (70^^), male (6?v.) nnd vhite (^o:'0* "^^^^ victims vere more 
evenly distributed ^8f. young, 5^^'/^ male, '/C^ vhite. Also of interest is the 
tendency for Macks to choose vhite characters and females to choose m.ale 
characters. Females chose tvice us many male heroes than males chose females 
for the hero role* 

For another group of u3ack junior high school childr'.^n ve compared 
the ix)le"Portrait choiceci of the heavy and the light television vieA:ers. 
TtiQ comparisons are in Table &. (i;ote the relatively high levels of 
televjs-Jon vieving in both groups,) Tiie most striking differences arc in 
tlic choice of heiK)cs (hea\'y viovjcrs choose more miiles) ^Uid victims (heavy 
viewers choose more females), vhich tend to J'olloy the lines of television 
drama. Heavy vievers also pick nore vhitos as heroes and victim.s, though 
not as villains. 
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'^^"^^^ i- Children/ s Ucst)ons('«u Violence J^'l^^^IllikllSJS^. 
Cucsti-.i « likely is cc ch person Question Ko. 2: liov likely is each pcr.^on 



Male 



Potualc 



Young: 



Old 



3.6 


2.9 


3.1 


2.2 



A» Male vs. Fe.'unlc: p.«^s.001 
B. Voung vs. Old: p.^^ .001 
C* ScK vs. Age n*s. 



Old 



HrJe 



Female , 



2.6 


3.4 


3.2 


2.6 



A. Male vs, Femole: n.s. 

B. Youn^; vs. Old; n.s. 

C. Sex vs. Age: p.= .001 



Question Ko. 3: Hov Ukely is each person Question No./i: How likely 35; each person 
to kill (5 ) or be killed 0)^ QtlB.. LoJ:iU_i^_^^c^Jyc^l^il^^ 



Hale 



Female 



3.8 


3:1 


3.0 


2.2 



A* Male vs. Fe-nalc; p.- .001 
B* Young vs. Old: p.= .001 
C. ScK vs. Age: n.s. 



Younn 



Old 



Hale 



Female 



3.7 


3.0 


2.8 


2.5 



A. Male vs. Feniale: p.^ .001 
B* Vounn vs. Old: p.- .002 
C. Sex vs. Age: n.s. 



* All Ss arc children, 8-10 years old* 
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VICTIMS 



6a 
6.0 

6i9^ 
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■ TAI'.LIJ 'I: Role- Port rait Choices and Television 
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II. 



I. mmm — hero 

mp#Mp (7-l5hrs): 



III, 



LIGHT VIO^ERS (l-Ghrs): 

iiKAVY Viewers (7-i5hi.-s): 

VICTIM ..." 

LIGHT VIEWERS (X-6hrs)' 
- HKATC VIEWERS (7-151u's) : 



RACE 



RATJJ FJ-HALE ; WHITE BUCK 



62.57o 37.5 
73.2 26.5 



100.0 
93,2 



6.6 



37.0 63.0 
20,0 80.0 



100.0 
33.5 66.5 

37.5 62.5 
33.0 67.0 



12.5 87.5 

l}0,0 .60.0 



I We have also apqe nomq piiot vork yith £«. voi-y diXf orient, set, of phot%i;ai?hr 
:Tliese are pictures of sceri&rj v;]i:!.c}i, Ihciudc i\:o or n'oro psople in intemctiLoii^ 
:ana ropcmblc the. ambiguous stlfciriuii of the i'hGL-satic AppercoptJon fest (Fo>- 
.p^iao c^mpleo coe pacGtr arM IgiJ of Apper/ctiK /uO _ We haVe .prdaucod tfese 
^|lci;iirGs ih_ tvd fqrmitc:^ one Bf ,i*hich appeJii'S to have been takcn^ from ix- 7\- 
^^^^'^^ ^-^ Have oi-ven thesq pieturos^ 4n, Mi. f oimks , to ' ' 

;p'sxx>naehts -vlid arc Ji3};|a to tell ua 'Wiey thiijlt is bapiy-ni^rj iTfei 



pvd resuitiL, %b tits K^^thod sSoms fruitful, and ^fe arc hopeful that w^faa. 



^ 0\it :S;it^bcy".^^ ih^^as'iagation, of tele^n^Oii eXfGctj; vcpoii .f4pecd#c fai»1 
i?^ ^P^?PI>?^t^ns ^f socifd x^e&iatS- fegxna vith me ^analysSs. of the vov^d^^ 




ejaala'jarG^'an iinportmit Iramliio aren^^ 



^^H|rs-|tt|^gjjg2j|g *p|gte ;£ifiPSSs^> ' 3v^ma|l|^ 

^g:evxJrii)ir 3fenS |jg f Som^^iLegPjilW soS .ve Jan; builcLa xiomDssite -ofS^g 

pgj^!iernim|e oig^rel|^nieir|i:^)e: ||siMiCjK>iiiis Sjongi thlg:.ALiiiensdQri;.^ ;;^Sl^ 



'Jlie E|^niary\;BpI Je^^^^ .tgy^^ ffljrygse j,dnvaMd/tM£;/ 

to the portrait .<;ots dincur:.j;ed above, |a a &emi#rd4e&iive quesMomial^^^^ 
^-^i^ iWpia^ incorrxiratoa tvo ]fim fxpaO aSms>/ ^^Jirsf iype;rcmi|||ts 
of forced erixjr cHlllee^a^ggii^ to thos^o uae^4jy -llSttin^d*^ yhich 

recmirc the rerraojidcnt to colcct one of tvo or t.-orc anr.very to a factual 
Queation. All of the arjr.vcrc are incorrect, but they arc; chosen go ac to 
Jj^efledt emer t^Jf iQrchai^stigaM^^^ of tcleviDioiCdfaniC, or fi^SS 

represent <v. bias in a direcr.ion opposite to tliat vJiicli \;ould be found on • 
^e|eylaiom In^tlief iWgMs,. ^fe^ r^^ulre the responflghj to chooGe 

:^||p\;ers wfifchr^may ^r^ a "t©3S:vision^= or a "fi&n-television " ^pT|gg; 

often ir.eans "real vorld") bias. 'Jhc sfcohd type; of ite!.i i:3 decioncd for the 
^nie puvpoce but aoks opinion, arj opi.xDr.cd to f(icl;uul, qucctiojiG on ir-iuiec 
^g^at are ^seifbpcl on-EeO^ ' / ^sg: 



■^Iari;!!'.ond, }C. R 
Joui'ioal of Abno 



• ,j feasux'ing attitudbG by error choice an 
prina'l'and Social fay cL'Olo./;y , H3 ; 38-^.'8 . ' 19?i0 * 



an indirect motMdT^' 
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- ^ We\.haVc asfjemblccT an inotriuncnt vhich contains oyer rorty such rlems.y . 
' aii; ;i7oll iit clucfj lions about the rcr/pohclcnt^n agc^ rco:^. education, and ir.cdia 

fiabits idaytiiiiO and CYoninf; tolevii^ion,- to3.evi3io:i^nc^;s^ nca/OTapers,. nQ\m 

ipyl^^azlnes) * Ti\is qucGtioiinaii^e %;arj adiairiistercct by i>anicl fiharcb, Inc-/ 

B . nooper^ Inc. in tl-c rorin or telephone intend gi/s to. a pi-obabillty sample 

oi 60J adult reopohdentfj in i'oiir mei.ro jo.lltan uroas* The raimio \k%o px:e-. 

Scrociied to xora t\;o eqvx»l cr-oups of .licht Lclev.lrdoh Yic\/ex'G (icr^Ji tJian 2 
4lpyrs per day) and hcav^' tcn.evif^ioa vievers (^i liom's or n:6rc)i . 

Eie survey vas conduated in April/ 1973,^ ami Jiavc ouXy i>artially 
analysed :the renultn. at uhio poiht* iSomc of the clGarcr>t pattGrnn ^jc haYe 
^pbfierVed GOHie from the ^'iactiial^^ itei>i^; in i?hicb rcu^ix)ndentri iriiist chooGc ^ 
_ ;^ti^ocn an^\rH-jx%c vhich reprcr^pnt a telcrij^ion bia.'> and ltc;r.3 \7h:i:ch rcj^x-encnt- 
-^Hign^'talevinloh bias or Xi tendohcy toT/ard reality* -Cno Ibrii* of analyinif,; __ 
_£Qhslsts of couiparing the various sucfcionB of our pamolo in Icms of ibq bias- 
^^|io:Lcp j^atte %• have caicldatod the p^r^^ ^^toi;aj:d Tl" choices for tbe 
^^ayy viewers ;,_ax)d foy the light Yie^.'ers. Tlie diCf6x*cnc6 Ijetveen tbc.so . 
-^gircen:tage3 i^e texva the "Cip/oilvatidn^ of telcn-ifdon vie^^^^^ " 

Me ha^e cQMixired the eulti\i^ig.6ri idiff erontlal§ #f noyaral- iiieMsi a_— 



^ ^Sp ljor of "feetmi^** .iibeioo Tk])le JiX. striHng gitterns; vemerge ivy 

^|s6 com^riGori^.^ pie cuitiu'gtiqn eiTectA oi* ^^ei^cat^^ telo:cif;ion^ x^^^^ 
^9^^ PP^^it*ive anA often ,*^jix:nii^^^ ^ti^erenbials batee hca v^y and ilght TV 
„^^oucr0 — ^:?ilh heay^r^ yicvers being )l;0I^e 14^^ yhicb l^of^ect 

^^^felf-yj^iM^ 14agv M can J&G ac!cn on Wble ~ty Xi-* i l^Qavy 
/^lovers tb^^ ligh t, vi ever s oyerestteate.ti^^ pcrcer^fege th£/b /unericans aa\f ^^^^ 
^^ie vox-Id popjQafc^^^^ that isj In fact vhat tbey e>rperlence in the vqrXd-^ 
. /r^4M'i3^iQ8* (Gez^. age^ and educKtioxi \do not Blgnif ica aff ect _-thene "7^- 
T,^y£Uiig *~). Hpa_\^*^ Tlo\i^T3 cfeilax^ly.c^^^^^ thetiV tele vision oxperi into_J_/T 
^^^f*_real voiflct gf spcfe^^^ they Give a "teleyipion'' rath^^^^ 

_ ^g^^ different "real vorlcl" answer tg ouc^stignG on po pula tion- density^ 7^ 
/^gfeymeht^. cx\ime a^d yiolcrice^ and: lav enforcement. One of the^ inost teXling 
_ ;^pg_u37tG of e:q:ps3ai'e3o ^ ^jatf crn Qf victimii^abion seen en teSAvision is _ _ 
xiict that hoayy vl^v-ero sipif icantly qyerosiiinate their ovn chahceo of ~ 
/^gco\mti^rnjiig viol - 

_ ^ :J " It is interesting to note that the ciil-tivation diffcrentlals for hgafy^\ 
_^id' lifjbt viewers of te3_x*\ds:lon nevn^ programs sliov the same .^ttorn of 

;^^sitive effects.. Tiiis is particularly striking in viov of the second ♦^et " 
Jgf comparli^ohs^: vhich shg\7 an opposite tendency for heavy vs. light reader^. 

Jnd nci;»s inaga^.fncs.r (nhese cpmparisons are indcp:::ndent of telovision, vievipg. 
JfipbitSj, x?hich are evenly cUstp.butecl across readiny-habit catcGorics* ) WeT^find 

_^Ijgt heavy reaclcrs (especiiili^^ nevspHpex' readers) are consistently^ of ben " 
^^ZgiGnifican^^^ to choose: the non-tdlovisTion biased answer. VJe 

.Zfeel that this is an imp-a;tant tx-end: vliich may help to identify :the -cu3,tiya^ins 
\^vers of the v^arious mediu^ and Cil^Low us to assess the effects of tciLerifign 
ihe over-all context of media erposui^e* " ^ - 

Otlier compax\lsons indicate that the vie^.?ers of daytime sex*ial -pvocvamB: 
f^vho arc not a31 vcinen hy. any mean/;) sho^^ ^the same cultivation- pattern r; 
.jj|_:heayy Viot;c-rn in general) if anything "tlioy sIiot; strpncox'* effecf.o. 

movQ nui'px'ising. is the fact that education does not seem to prodl^S 



IT 



XASLK 3: mXf'i'.r^.nc.ii?. ncrv(iC;h1lonyy Viewers* and Lij;!a- Viewers * 



- ^ ^6mk colu^TRii^s ^tv over):: -t-s* § *^ 



m%AVY TzcKx i heavy: ijcdx I _ a!^: r J^fc 



^^•- CIl&U: GASES Di^CI^HD-BY^JURY- 



+ 3.4 

If ;iv6 

+ 6.5 



^ 0^ itSXiS^ SAYS EVIDI'^ISB) ::^ 5.V 



+9. 2-*^ 
4-3.2 

■f- 7.4 
+ 8.7-^ 
- 0.5 

+ 4.6 

4-15.1-^ 



-10^:7^ 
^ 5.9 
-14.^ 

r 7.2 

- 2.8 

- 8.7* 

-12.7^ 
1.6 



^6.7 

^3i4i^r 

^8i5 

42,3 

-7.1 

-1.7 

- 1.8 

+ 3.1 
« 4.5 



}^ gif fcrcnbiiil si&^t^^^^ (phi c6e|j:icient) > p.".Ol or bcttot 
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cultivation patterns in iiny conni^itant maiaiar. We hnd supposed t.hnt respondents 
v?ith higher educrjtio;inl levels might be less likely to choose the tclcvi.'Jon- 
biased nnsvjers but, in fact, they secra likely to do so as tliose v?i'th only 
high-school or grade-school educ«':tion* The error choice pntterns and 
cultivation differentials for the questions reflected in Table 3 can be found 
in Appendix 

V?e ai'c alr.o v7oxicxng vith an open-ended form of this qnej^tionnaire in uliich 
the respondent is not given specific choice.*; but is ai;kcd to estitiiatc the correct 
answers to tlie santo qucstionSo On the basis of the limited data wc have acquired 
so far it appears thrit such ansuers are fairly comparable to tho<-:e in the 
original form, b&th iu absolute magnitude and in cultivation pattern?;* Firmer 
conciu.sionn v;ill require more data front .samples uhich include a broader range of 
rcspqndci^ts than V7c have so far utilized « 



d; Publications 

Although only a pilot study, the research built upon previous 
investigations and provided the basis for several publications and 
other contributions. The most importiutt are: 

"Communications and Social Environ:i:ent," by George Gerbner 

(££ky2J£i£i£ ScptOiuber 1972. Sec Appendix A) 

^* Cultural Indicators: the Third -Voice, ** by George' Gerbner 
( Conuuun i c^^, 1 1 o n s Tcchiioio^iy and Social Policy, edited by 
George Gerbner, Larry Gross, and VJilliam riclody, VJilcy, 
in press) 

" The Heality of Television Fiction: the use of sem>/-projcc- 
tive techniques for the study of mass-iuedia effects," by- 
Larry Gross and Taul Hessaris (presented at the International 
Communication Asj-ocintion, Montreal, April 1973) ~ 

" The Lessons that Television Teaches," by Larry G*.'oss (Today's 
Educat ion, The Journal of the National Education Associc^tion, 
in press) ~ 

Data and methods generated by the project are currently being 
utilised in the preparation of four Master's theses and three Ph.D* 
disscr tat ions ♦ .—^^^ 



e. Staffing^, 

The professional staff of the project has included: 

Dr, George Gerbner, principal investigator, throughout; 

Dr. Larry Gross, associate investigator, throughout; ^ 

Mr. Micheal F. Eleey, research associate, throughout; 

Mr, James P. Murphy, research associate, Jan. I, 1972 to June 30,197^ 

Ms. Nancy Tcdesco, research associate, throughout. 
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B. SPKCII'IC AiMS 

!♦ Annual recording ami mossaco «y^;tc>m annly^;in of primc-timo nml Satiurday 
network televisiou divnnn V7ill follov; luolihodj; and procedures developed in 
the pilot: study, 

2^ Semx-proicci:ivc picture tcnis and survey ins tr union tj; developed in the p3lot 
study uiil be completed and annually applied to vnriou?^ purpo;]lve samples 
of children and adults. An attciript v/ilJ be made not only t:o relate the test 
to aspects of the v;orld of. telev'ision dra:'.ia but also to indicate changes 
, through repeated tej;tinj5 and panel ?U:udies» 

3. The comparative dinKmsion of Cultural Indicator*: \:ill be developed by 
utilising existing contai:tc and arran^.eti.eats j'or the parallel conduct of 
studies by identical metiiods in other countries to supplement and 
illuminate the U.S. findingf^^o (Foreign research Icams v;ill finance their 
o\m studies* The proposed budget i£; intended to cover only costs of 
conmunication and coordinationc ) 

4. Comprehensive Cultural Indicators v;ill combine message system and 
cultivation measures to px-escnt annual, curmlativc, and comparative 
indica'tioro of doiuinant cultujal conf iguriji:ion3 > coniv.on conceptions, and 
trends relevant to issues ox social health and public policy. 



C. ViKniOdH OF mOCHDURE 

The methodologies einployed in the. st\jdy are those of mnss media niessaf^e 
system (content) analysi:^ and of cultivation (effects) analysis* The most 
novel and si;^nxficant developmental features of both the pilot study and 
the proposed investigation arc tha joining of tlie two i^ethcdologics and the 
formalization of periodic indexing and reporting of the conibined results. 



^* H^;ff.S?i;c. SysjlcH analysis 

Message systt?m analysis is designed to investigate, the aggregate and 
collective prcitises defining life and its issues in representative samples 
of mass-produced symbolic material* Such analysis rests on tlie reliable 
determination" of linanihiguously perceived clcinents of cO'.ii:nunications. Its 
data base is not v?hat any Individual v-ould select but \?hnt an nitire national 
coimiamity absorbs, Jt does not attempt to interprcrt single or selected units 
of material, or drav; conclusions about artistic merit. The analysis is limited 
to functions implicit in the p/revalence, rate, syr.ibolic structures and 
distribution of clear and cojntnon terms in the samples,'' 



'VA description of the analytical framework can be found in ^'Toi/ard Cultural 
Indicators:- Tlie Analysis of Mass Mediated Public Message Systems'' by George 
Gc-rbner, in ^Hie Analviv s_ ol Coi;ajjnicaJ:ion Ccmient ; i}£Vid9PJ2£al'.lL Jil 5£iA^!iiJJj£ 
Thoorlt^ .Qld ^i^^l^^^^^^^^ 'ieciinifjues, edited by George Gerbner, et al,,, rkn-/ York: 
John Wiley 6 Sous, VJ69, 
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Tlui analysis of primc-vtimo nnd SntttrcUny nct\;ork t'-clovi-ion di-ainn will 
be repeated (inch yenVv The principnl rj^^poctr, of <:hiu procedure (also noted 
above in the prof^ircjis report of the pilot .study) are the instrument of njialysis, 
the prof',ra!ii sampler, the trainin:; of aiuilyyts, the coding procedure, and the 
assesfitnent of the reliability of the obr^crvations. 

i: -k 



The instrument of analy:-;is was disc:tu:sed in rcr.'.e detail In the progrr^ts 
report c Its devc lopjaont took account of the co:n:nei';t.s of the rovi(i^ panel 
of the pilot project and of the experience of the project it5;c)ir The 
instrument deals with each pro^^rani as a \/hole, the ca.st of ina;ior and minor 
charscteri;, and selected types of action. It fncilitateo the iurtle. 
dcvclop'ificnt of the "Violence Profile" (see Appendices I>, C, D, -aid v?ithin 
the broader context of CultuiMl Indicators. 

The annual monitoring and analysis \:ill include categories ..ised before 
and others sensitive to nev; and changing; issues of public polic} , l^^ie history, 
geography, and deniography of t!;a symbolic v?orlds produced for co:ri:ion Aficarious 
experience and learning be analyzed. Inter-pcrsonal and group relationships 

portrayed in these message systeias v;iH be studied* Tiicmes of nature, science, 
politics^ lav;, crime, business^ education, art, illness and health, peace 
am! vjar. and sex, love, and friendsh.ip, as V7ell as conflict an 1 violence will 
be observed. Koles, traits, goals, vnlucj;, and fates of characters engaged 
in draniatic action will be related to the synsbolic \/orJds in v;1rich they act 
and to the issues v;ith v/hich they grappku 

The annual solid-vjcek sainple, recorded in the fall of each nev? season, 
consists of approximately 100 prog-rams (70 hours), 300 major and 500 minor 
characters, and 500 specific acts or episodes of a specified nature* All 
prograras in the sample are videotaped for analysis and coding, and remain in 
the cumulative archives of the project for further study* The solid v;eek 
sample has been demonstrated to be at least as generaliKable to a year's 
progratmning as larger randomly selected samples*." 

Coders using tTie instrument of analysis are trained in observation of a 
speciali/ied kind,. They must make reliable discritninations called for in the 
instrument and record these in a specified form. They focus on is pre- 

sented in the material and not hov; it might he judged by a critical viev7cr. 
Their task is to generate the data for the subsoquc-nt analysis and interpre- 
tation of com;non message elements and structures available to a publi.c of 
diverse vie\?ers. 

The training consists of individual and pairnd use of tho instrument of 
analysis on taped television programs made available for that purpose. The 
coding of each item is discussed, and problems of definition and interpretation 
are uniformly resolved. TIjc results of training analyses arc subjected to a 



'--Mich cl 1% Klcey, "Variations in General iiiability Hesulting from Sampling 
Characteristics of (*ontcnt Analysis Data: A Case Study." The Annenberg 
School of ComtuunJ cat ions. University of Pennsylvania, 1969. 
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special procedure v.'ldcli permitr. Uic klcnt j / icat ion oJ. dovj.inl: obfjcwcrs, and 
cstimatCiK the exteiil. l.o which .mich c'lii ohsjorvo.!: is co^rifp blc by fm lhcr 
instructioiu- 

Thin procGchire lu^oc to thf Gcrooniii;', and final r:(;l<^c':ion of coders for 
lUi: 6tr.;^. All nn.'i]y:rj:; is done, by niop? <nn-m'. the: t.r.Anl proftrnins nany 
timr-.s as lU'.coG.-jary , and playing; back ssolecf.cd portions on playback ..lachincs 
available for that pur jW-c. 

Reliabilitv inc-a-i-.j-f-.o arc dcfngncd to ar.corl.ain tbc- degree to vhich the 
recorded d=t..i truly reflect tbi- properLics of the material being ;:::udied and not 
the contaud nation oi ob.ierver bJ..::-; or of in-tru-ncnt ar-jjp/aity. XhforeticaUy 
both types oj; cont;:ir.j).ation are correctable, either by refining ti-.- instruMieni: 
or intcn.'nfying codor trainini-, or as a last rcf-ort, by oliMinatiiig the 
unsalvnge.ibic variable or dismifisnng Uie Incorrigible coder. Kca;:ures of 
.reliability l.hu;j r.crve two function:;: as diagnocfcic tools in the conf irm.-.tion 
of the recording proccs.':, and final cvnluatorr. of the accuracy of the 
phcnonien.'^ ' f; rcprcrientation.-; in l:he actual recorded data. 

Four coT.putational formulae arc currently available for calculating the 
coefficient of agrce:iicnt, Tiicr:e variations arc disti n-iiif:had by a difference 
function^ the form of vjhich dcivcndfj upon the scale type of the partic.ilar 
variable being analy.jed„ Except for their respective: ;ical.e-nppropriate 
sensitivity to deviations from perfect agrcewcnt, all fortiul e make the same 
basic as.'jur.ipt ions i:o the protoivpe for nominal scalt •. devised by Scotto 
Thus, in tr.o case of the binary variable, all four f orr.i.il.ie yield identical 
result.';. 

TliG reliability of the an.ilysls is thi:f; achieved by uultiplc coding.';,, and 
the raeasuiod agrec-r.ient of trained analysts on each u:;ai;1o item. If one wcsrc 
to .wbstitv.te the perccptionf; and impressions of casual o!)servGr:>, no matter 
ha; sophL-jticated, the value of the investigation would bo redticed, and its 
purpose confounded. Only an objective analy;;ir. of una:r.biguous -.ne.ssage elowents, 
and tl'.eir ycparation from personal imprcs.'iionfi left by unidentified clues, can 

^KIUI^J Krippcndorff, "Estimating the Reliability, Systematic Error and llandom 
Error of Interval Data." Mticat jonnl mid Psychological Heasureirgiit 30:61--7O, 
spring, 1570. 

-""*:f.'illiam A< Scott, "Reliability of. Content Analysis: The Case of Nominal 
Scale Coding," M'U<L MilJ^^ll 17: 3:. '521-325, 1955. . 

*v^V;For the derivation of the fomnilac and dir-cu-ssion of their properties, sec 
Klaus Krippendorff, "A CoinpuLc-r Program f<»r Analyzing iiultivariate Agreements, 
Version 2," Mitneo, Philadelphia: Ihiivorsity of I'cnn.'^y Ivania , 'Jiic Anncnborg 
School of (:o!'.L-r.unir.-:i j&ns, r-iarch 1970. By the .'jamc author, "A^^F.-.mily of 
' Bivarinte Agrccmcat Coefficients for the Heliability of Data," Minujo, 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, The Annenberg School of Cor.imunn-.ac ions, 
1968. 
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provide the barJo for comparison with audience perccpl-ionf;, conccptMnis, and 

2. Cul trlvation fMinlynj.s 

The progresii report o£ the pilot: proicct hat) alrcndy accounted lor the u.'jc 
of semi- px'o jticti vo picture tests and i>urvcy i ufjtruiiJcnt*; developed in prcparatjon 
for the r.Kiin f;ta;;o of the: cultivcition an2ly<^jj^. Here sholl note the more 
theoretical a.spccts ol: our p:othodolo^;i'cal nppioach. 

Cultivation analyjns In^^pny v;ith tlie pntternn found in the "world** of 
televif^io}! drvii.in. The co;r..non ncssaj^o £;y.steins coinpui.inj^ that world pr'jsent a 
coherent iucK^o oL life and nociutyo i]0\; is VIyjFs inaf^e rc*f Lccted in rhe images, 
cxpectatior^s, definitions, interpretaLj.cns and valuc^i held hy its n\sdienccs? 
Do people see the world as TV <^hoH5; it? In some canes, the old ^hi^t for exaitij^lc, 
niont people knov; little else but wliat they sec on TV and in the ^i^ovJcs. How arc 
the "lessons" of f'yjubolic bdiavior d^ivivcd from other tines and places, and 
presented in synthcticj fictional conCoxtn, applied to a:;.';mptions about real 
life? Clearly, the impact of tlie tulovinion world on the real world of the 
viewer.*; is s\d>tlc and ceif.plcx* Klapper's conipreheui^ive mirvey'- noted the 
paucity of invef;tigatiori in this arcac One iu:jjor U^Sc iuvc5;tigatiO;i involving 
children, reported 'in 1961 vp.ii linited to (;niall co:n:r.unxty fjurvey^; and v?as 
not related to f;yi::bolic functions of tclcvi;-iori pro^^ram contents The more , 
varied and of.tr.n move riophi:; ticated fitudies conducted for the Sur^.cnn General'ji 
Scientific Mvitwry Con,;aitt(!e on Television i^nd Social Ikihrvior*'''*--*- v;c:rc 
similarly in no position to iKif^c tlieir investi ,unt ion of presuniod n:edia effects 
upon a careful and sy:U:er:iatic study of r.;f'dia portrayoLso Therefore, in order 
to iinprovo procedures for the invcf?t li;aLioii of the cultivation effect.*; of the 
actual tncssage systo'.n**, to whicn lar^^c viewing publics (and^ indirectly, the 
entire co.rouinity) are exposed , it was nocciisary to utilize an c>;tensive data 
base and to develop nev; tooLs and techniques. That is what the pilot project 
(reported above) has done. 

The principal approaches employed in the cultivation analysis v/ill conti*aue 
to be senii-projcctive techniques and periodic questions on national probability 
sample surveys* Regional child panels \;ould provide the subjects for additioiinl 
projective and intcrvicv; work, , „ 

The central methodolorp'cnl tool wo arc urging in our examination of the image 
of reality t.hich !i?ay be cultivated by television drama is the semi -projective 
procedure. Projective tests are most cointnonly used by clinical psychologists 
who wish to 

. . , approach the personality and induce the individual to 
reveal his v/ay of ori;ani:c:ing euperiencc by giving him a field 

'•Hie ^H?l£iL*i ££ i:9SlL'l}l\^JL^^21}l Joseph T. Klapper. The Free Press, 

1960V See e.g* p* 2517 

^VV^cjeyjsX?.??. .1b ilbil PJ; £'jiJiir<I!l V/ilbur Schramm, Jack Lyic, and 

Edwin li* Parker^ Stanford University Press, 1961* 

''*<'''X^S:"jd^JS^lL /ills!. ^.Q£19.X P>^h:ivior edited by G.. A. Comstock and A. Rubinstein, 
Volumes 1 to !). V/ashini^^tou: tk>vernment Printing Office, 1972. 



(objocCs,- maua inlG, experience:;) \nlh rulnlivoly little 
structure nnd cultural patteraJng so th:\t the pe-r.^onalJ ty can 
project upon that pl;:f;tic field his \;ay of: scainr, life, nir. 
monninr,^, sagnlf icnncci>, pattoirns, and especially bis reclines^- 

Out: uye oi: the term rtenil-projccti vc in intendod to rciilecc u.'o major 
differences bv-tv/cen our approaclt and that oi the childreuc Our 5;t:mulun 
skater lal if^ r.-ore f;tructored Ujan most proj-cLive ter.t inaterial.s, .md utili/-es 
a wider ran-c of technique;. Secoudj V70 ore interested in a rat'ner dif. Cerent 
level of arialysis. Ucrc \?c are clo<;e to the positioji taken by Creenf^tein and 
Tarrox/, vho u'r.cd ;>emJ -projective mcthodr, to study the political ovientatiou 
of childv-on: 

The resulting data are interpreted at a sinrfacc (sociocul tural) 
rather tlian a deep (pf;ycl'iocti<ifMio<:tic) level* That is^ the 
interpretive interest 3S in what orthodox projective testers 
crcat as chaff: va]ue55, cognition?;, perceptual set.s, charac- 
teristic >^ayf; of perceiving social situations, expectations 
about actions that will take place trader specified circumstances, 
and so f ortho''*^'-'^ 

The impact of television on children uill be of particrlar concern in this 
project. Along vrith paroits, teachers and peers, television is an undoubtedly 
potent factor in ulie sociali ^^ation and r-cculLuration of our children. Little, 
hov?everj is knoi^n about the effects of television on the formation of values, 
expectations and attitudes ia children. A recent report su.ran^.ri /,ins an 
otten-^ivG pro£',rahi of research on tlie devcJopv.iont of political a\:nreness and 
attitudes in child? en, -"^'^ uhiic often quoting children citing television as a 
source of infor::\itlon, does not devote, a » attention to the role of television 
in this socitili/.ation process c The \<rord television docs not even nppear in the 
inde:r of the bookc 

0:0 cst.'.mate and evaluate the effect of media exposure, it may be \7orthv;hilc 
to -conduct: a longitudinal investigation of the develop'.:ent -f vahies and the iir^age 
of reality in a panel sample of children. ^ In such loj^gitudinal perspective, V7c 
vould examine the emergence of sex-role concepts, political and historical 
attltr.des and images, and the nv?areness of social problems and issues (e.g« 
violence, drugs, ecological crises) as tltoy are influenced by TV exposure^ 
The interview; techniques, projective devices, and questionnaires i-:entioned 
above v;ould be adapted for use \-:ith children in the longitudinal praiel study. 



*Frank, L. K* '^Projective methods for the study of personality,'* Journ 2l 
rgyclK)lo^:y. 8:389-413, 1939. 

'V'^Grccnberg, W 1 . & S. Tarrow, Political OrlentajLigin of Chiiclren: The Use of 
il itSSJlLllfiU?. All 'IhXS}li lilLiSLUiL* H^verly Hills: Sage, 1970- 

VriV-.vuobort D. lless and Judity V. Torney, The IVycitojimcJlt 2.1 I^liiJiL^ll il^ltLUud££ 
in Cjiil dren . Kow York: Anciior Books, 19GS. 
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The oth.-r m.-.ior nnprooch will be the survey i-.u-Uiod r.:; -Iovelopo.1 In the " 
pilot study C^,e^^^ r,.o..n Lho proJecLive o.ul iutorv^o. f.oc n.qucs, 

n nni-ioml -.oult probahi 1 J l y fionip].; oi: rcsponck>nf..'i. The responscfi '-'ili yield 
'LKlii"".l; thrclyn:>.ics'oI- c;rj'.-.vo..,-on. nnX^m also l>c useful in co.paru-ons 
.t4 4'U *-^or*^.»-.r./^.o ir-«r.irioo by thr* otlirr niet:hocU>* 

Arc .roclienccs au.-.re oC the di ::;:orl:ion. hoM, oxplicit nnd i^'pi-ic i;-. i/;..^, ., ^ 
tolevioion'n ^:or]d? V.M.11 viewers reproduce iho TV ••line" «...hen r.s !.o Jo.c ah., 
c^valu.ite, predict: or nr..<..y.e evenly in l:he rc-l world? Here the "cvror-eho.cc 
t;.h ui ill be utrJ^.cl A per.ou nu-.t ehoeso, between t^.o ^n..^-^ J-^Z.. 
question. (c.<>, What: pn.eentage of raurdcrs c.ro co.v.il:l.ed by wone.W Ly relnl..ver,. 
Arr<-ol cd b; police?) e.ch of .-hich i« inco..ecf - one exa^seralunf. and one 
nini^l'im, JJ. aspeev/o. a s1tu.U.on. Accep'r.nce of the te cvi.io- 
.nirht be expected to lead to an un<lerci;timat .n.i Oi. the pr-.)i>oM j.on o-. 
r.-.rderer., l-.d uadere:.Ci..aUion of the nu.ber of inu.ders er.v.nitted by relatxves, 
and an overc-otuuntion of the percentage of: homicides boIvcJ by the, poi.ce. 

Further, will v5c-.kt:. distinyiinh bei:weon the reality of TV dra.na and that 
of news? can they sen, and will they report diLCerenee.;? How are fl^^^^^;!^^^^" 
issues war, crime, druj-.s, youth3:ul unrest, «c>r roles - rerlec'„ed vxa TV di ..a . 
.id news i the nnnd: of Audience.? How aceurate is the ^..blic Icnc.icd.e or .ho 
Set" and how elosn their definitions to thoce offered e.>q.lieitly and ii.plxc.l ly 
on television? )Iov7 consistent and how honioscncous are the.-e -ouccpt^ons. 
Rec,.-,;:dless of thei-.- direction and n.-=.tnrc. arc the responses of heavy vxe-.rers more 
Alike than th.ose of non-vJe-.-ers? Does television, create a ran^e or a consensus 
of kno-led-.-v', or of i^.^orance? Docs a hoiaoseneity of response, if xt erosts, 
extend to issues unrela-ted to television drcii.a nnd its iirn'cdiate imj-.ncc. 

The result:; of the pilot study (reported above) denonstrate the feasibility 
and usefulness of this approach for the specii.ic assessn^cnt of the contributions 
television nrihes to the cultivation of public ima-«s oi social reality. 

The fnioi methodoJosical aspect of the proposed study will be the developm.ent 
of" conprchensive indices, nnd the. establishnient of compute/, and reporting 
techniques for the periodic summarization and presentat.inn- of cumulative and 
c ompara t i vc i ind inys . 

D. SIGMIFICANCK 

Culttire is that system of tnessaycs which cultivates patterns of shared 
i,.accs and; 'therefore, of social beiK.vior. relationships ami int.n-accio^^ 
Acculturat on is that critical aspect of see i ali .atiou which ^onot s t e 
development of stable iunges of self and the world, and of how 1° ;"f '« 
in one's uorld. The dcrinant co.,:uunication a8<-.ncies produce r.»e5snuo .yr,Lems 
Jhnt cttUiv'te the broadest eon.«oa nations of what is. what is important, 
ind^S;- ri.ht. They structure the public ^^^^l^-^^JS::^T'^ 
nnd values. People use this ug(-nda - so,ne r.ore ^'^^^^''-^-^f ^ .^J^^" 
to support their ideas, and actions. Any si,.n3fK:ant change ^ ^^^''''^'^ ' 
ownership, clientele, outlook, or cJier institutional characLn. istic, of 
do5»inaiit co:.ir.:uiiication i;i;cncios may alter the patterns. 




In (I foil; cxiltv.rvy the !>rocliu,f3uH of t^'.'uli tionn 1 f;>r;bols and rjov»reK 
(rcp)-csoiit:.'nion-^; of: I'.oi?:;, chiefs^ cU':aon«, oni^nr.lfj, and r-^l^ Vhc con6uc\: of 
ril:iuiln> r.nd l:!ie G)>rrin Jr-j; o£ tiilcs iDspirc a^-o aiKl ;;trij:c r.oircu-. aji uccucd, 
to conl 5:c3 r.iiC "|/,rov/j np, np** proco.s;u In m.icu cult.urot:, iii^jti tm:io.-ol policie.*-: 
and )nainir;j:ct.i;7^ctl s>nsi'boiic coTuno<i3 1 ics cult:j^^^:o uoaur, oi' couc^uct:. 

Hafij; corrr.uiucaticni J.s tlio cr.i.on.sica of i i tu«: iOi^./b' ^-^cd pub]'^- accul tiiraL ion 
beyoiHl tihfi llinJ.l'S of L.\lo' tQ-T.aco and any oiUct poi'f.onal ly ir.cfIial:oj iuiioract ioiu * 
This beco..::.•^; pOGfiiblo \/hen l:cc)ir,f;J.o[. Jcal wcr.u?) arc avaj. KJ>lc iuui social orj^aiiL^ua - 
tions Q\:io»,'i,tj ior the mmm^^ prod-Mction and dj iiLrJ b.^tion of: ii.jsr.ag;^^^ :;a5;.s medJa 
arc t:v^ I l achnwioclcal r.ioaus ana i?0C3al 0l.*;:.,•^i^.a^ ioji;:, \.ith LeJcYi^.lou being fie 
in0i;L bioad?.y :;hared ajid ubiqu:Ltoiis of Auioricr-^ 5na^:s iv.cdi u 

A lonj; r.C'.rics of pr:iv;ii-e and govoriinn^il roi:vuifi£:ious . Congrcf:.n onal 
cor.juittcosj -md f oundai:iorf-r,upp%^r Led f.tudjcr. Iiavc, since the enriy 3930^ios, 
called for f..c-.:'c- sort of mcvJia jjurwiJ llnnco. IVot none' of Lhz^.Q propo.sals 
spelled out hov; that vdii\Ui: be done, ur liinired the f^copc^ to inanos^,cablc 
proportiou.s clearly relcvaijt to scienLific pvu:aoGC ami public polJcy* And> at 
any rate, r«ono of U\c\i\ \;ao iiuple^iKrutedo 

Our pr?or :;tudin:;. sopportcjl by the KatJonal Science ]/o\ nration , t!ic 
Suvp.con General *s Scit/il.Ifjc Advir.ovy Coirnii i.l c^.c oa Tclevi^^jon and 5'ocial BebaviO):, 
the ii.ttio.Kil jftt^titutc: of Moutal IIoaUIk :\}id othc^r ai;,r.ii;ies , b^Vv^ o;; tc.bli?.hed tha 
har.if} fur and have cUv;/-n.'Jti\ited tlie I er.iiiblli ty of thin projects Social 
ticleatxsts J le^^islato^^; ^ and govexnL.ajit a^'.encie^; have calkid for the dt;Yelop::i<l!nt 
of indicatOiS and pvofijeB of cultural treiuls relevant to r.alient is.suns of 
social health and national policy, and condi'.ctcd in a broad and sepb,i^-.ticatcd 
£rai;iriV?orIc* 

We need to know general trends in the cultivation of a*; sumption/; about 
problen:^ of existence, priorities, values, arid x-elatdon^hi p?^: before v?e can validly 
jnterprei 5:pccific rclcvani: policlcfi err faci.K. of inelvjdnaj. and £:ocia] responj^t.*. 
Interpreta tiOi^:- of public opinion (i^e^ publiMlicd rcr;po{;7eP to quention^:) elicited 
in specific cultural contc^/itfj) , and of j.iany inndia and other cultural policy 
mattv-rs, require cultural indicators similar to the account.s '^oiapiled to guide 
economic dcc-iia:ionG and to other indicators propo.'.ed to j}iforfn nociaJ policy-makini^v 

The \uoc>l general sip^nif icance of cultural indicator^: v;ill be, therefore, that 
of a systcHKitic and reliable surveillance of sua.s.s-cul Cural conf igurn tions and of 
their r>ymboljc function:>^ A more specific area of inf;nificancc '..n 1 i be tlie 
testing of a theory of .syi.ibolic functions; x^liich coutciidr. Lhat uiafifi*dif;t)'ib'ited 
(televised) drrnnatic cntcrLain^ncul provides co:vtr>n and ritualistic deruonstratioas 
of social relationships, pov/ers, and values, and, furtheri.iore, that thenc 
symbolic functions cultivate the most pervasive public conceptiomi of social 
reality* 
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